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Brief history of the city of L'Aquila

ÅThehistory of L'Aquilabeganin 1254, when the city wasfounded
by KingConradIV of Swabia,sonof EmperorFrederickII, from the
legendary99 castles(that actuallynumberedaround70). However,
the numberhasremainedin tradition to suchan extent that, asa
reminder of the foundation, the bell in the Torre Civicawas still
tolling 99 times until the 2009 earthquakeand the city's oldest
monumentis the Fontanadelle99 Cannelle.

06/05/2022 OverviewL'Aquila reconstruction 2

G.P. Cardone, Gonfaloneof the city of L'Aquila, 1579



Brief history of the city of L'Aquila
ÅThevalley representsa large transit area from east

to westand,despitebeinglocatedin a strategicarea
for settlement, there are no reports of settlements
stablebefore the 11th century.
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ComitatusAquilanus



ÅThe encastellation that occurred during the
Norman period profoundly marked the Abruzzo
region of L'Aquila, causing a substantial
reorganisation of the previous territorial
organisation, characterisedby a limited number
of fortifications.

Å In this peculiarhistoricalperiod,the territory saw
the birth of new fortified settlements,basedon
Norman models already successfullytested in
other borderareas.
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Encastellationof L'Aquila by the Normans before the foundation

Brief history of the city of L'Aquila



ÅConstituentelementsof the organiccity
(until 1259): it is recognisablein the
connections between the existing
polarities, among which the square
emerges,accordingto routes that take
advantageof the contoursof the land.

ÅThe elevatedand slopingstreets create
an initial, typically natural urban fabric
that isstill recognisabletoday.
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Encastellationof L'Aquila by the Normans before the foundation

Brief history of the city of L'Aquila



The first foundation of the city (from 1254 up to 1259)

ÅThenameperhapsderivesfrom the abundanceof water ("Accule"
means "streams of water"), to underline the enormously
advantageousnatural position of the conca aquilana, while the
spread of Cistercian abbeys is a testimony building and
architecturalknowledgeprior to the foundingof the city.

Å Thevalleyof L'Aquilawas,at the end of the first half of the 13th
century, divided between two dioceses: Amiterno (north) and
Forcona (south), both part of the Kingdom of Sicily. Their
territories were a perfect exampleof feudal fragmentation,shared
amonglocalbaronsfightingagainstEmperorFedericoII.

Å In 1229 the inhabitantsof these castlesdecidedto rebel against
the pressure of the Norman-Swabian barons (taxes,
imprisonments,death sentencesand variousmutilations for those
who disobeyedthe law). After contactingPope Gregory IX, they
obtained permissionto found the city but the initiative did not
materialize.

ÅThepeopleof L'Aquilaonce againobtained permissionto build a
new large city, in an anti-feudal function, which has remained
testimonyin the so-calledDiplomaof FedericoII: in this document
the castlesof the ancientsuburbsof Amiternumand Forconaare
encouragedto mergeto form a singleurbancenter.
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The Swabiandomination

ÅThefoundation was for political-religiouspurposes,wanted either
by CharlesI of Angiò or by FedericoII. In the first foundation the
city wasat the sametime papal,Swabian, Angevin.

ÅOne of the reasonsfor the growing importanceof L'Aquilain its
earliest yearswas certainly the strategicposition in which it was
built. The city was built on a hill in the centre of a wide basin,
surrounded and protected by the Sirente-Velino range and the
GranSassoandMonti dellaLagamassifs.

ÅL'Aquila therefore found itself in an almost barycentric position
with respect to its countrysideand the entire Aterno Valleyand
soon became a place of meeting and trade, a role specifically
studied by the Crown and for which Conrad IV assignedthe
surroundingterritory to the city.

ÅWith the death of Conrad IV in 1254, Manfredi (natural son of
FedericoII of Swabiaand half-brother of ConradIV) assumedthe
reignof the kingdom,whichclashedwith PopeInnocent IV for the
temporal dominion of the Kingdomof Sicily. In 1259, guilty of
remainingfaithful to the Churchin the disputebetween the Pope
and the empire, the city was punished and destroyed by
Manfredi.
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The AngevinReconstruction (from 1266 up to 1315)

Å It was rebuilt in 1265 by CharlesI of Angiò, to whom L'Aquila spontaneously
submitted,regainingprestigeandprominence. PopeClementIV, frenchlike Charles
of Angiò, askedand obtained his help to bring relief to the citizens,also through
the financingof Florentinebankers.

ÅWhile the Popesupported the causeof the feudal barons, sincethe territory was
in the PapalStates,Charlesof Angiò pushed for the reconstruction of the city,
becauseinvolvingthe neighboringcastleseconomicallyhe could return the money
to the Florentinebankers.

Å In 1276 work beganon the constructionof the city walls, while the city became
increasinglyvast and populous, reaching,at the end of the thirteenth century,
about 60,000 inhabitants. Legendhasit that there were 99 castlesthat contribute
to the foundationof the city, althoughit is more likely that the actualnumberwas
aroundseventy,andeachof whichcontributedto the constructionof a pieceof the
city, buildinga church,a squareanda fountain.

ÅThecity wasborn accordingto a verypreciseharmonicdesign,the plan copyof the
city of Jerusalem, which hasno precedentsin the history of urban architecture(a
similar case,in 1703, was the birth of St. Petersburg). The city was divided into
rooms that were donated to the castlesthat contributed to the foundation, in
proportion to the numberof their originalinhabitants.
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Ideogrammaticplan of J.picoFonticulano, 1575. The first ȰÔÏÐÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃÁÌȱ representation of the city.



The AngevinReconstruction (from 1266 up to 1315)

ÅHistorical section in 1315: are highlighted the
urbanisation works (aqueduct, fountains, cloaca,
partial paving of the road network) and defence
works (the walls),which support the still modest
buildingstock.
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Historical section in 1315



Seismic history of the City
ÅL'Aquila rises in one of the most seismicareas of the peninsulaand since its

foundationit hasbeenravagedmanytimesby earthquakes. Thefirst earthquakeof
which there is newsin historicaltimes datesbackto December13, 1315. Thefirst
quake occurred on February1, but the greatest damageoccurred in December,
with the tremors that were repeated for the next four weeks after the main
earthquake.

ÅHowever, the first destructive earthquake for the new city occurred on 9 September 
1349. It is estimated that the earthquake had a 6.5 magnitude on the Richter scale. 
The difficult and laborious reconstruction discouraged a part of the population, 
who preferred to return to the villages and castles from which their descendants 
had come. Faced with the massive exodus of the population and the consequent 
prospect of seeing L'Aquila disregarded between the cities of the Kingdom of 
Naples, Camponeschihad the brecciasof the city walls closed with wooden boards, 
garrisoning them.

ÅOne of the most intense earthquakes in the city's history took place on November 
26, 1461. The estimated magnitude is 6.4 on the Richter scale.

ÅAt the end of the seventeenthcentury someviolent tremors returned to trouble
[Ω!ǉǳƛƭŀ; in particularwe rememberthe earthquakeof April 1646, and that of June
1672 also felt by Amatrice and Montereale. That of 1703, known as the Great
Earthquake is probably the most serious earthquake in recent city history, is
estimate that it had a magnitudeof 6.7 on the Richterscalecausingdevastation
estimatedin the 10th degreeof the Mercalliscale.
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2 February 1703, the Great Candlemas earthquake



The reconstruction after the earthquake of 1703
ÅThe plan drawn by Vandi shows great

accuracy in the topographical
reconstruction of the routes and the
perimeterwalls. Thisplan,representative
of the reconstructionof the city after the
GreatEarthquakeof 1703, bearswitness
to a technical culture that was now
completely independent of ideologies
and was to be the referencemetric for
knowledgeof the city for overa century.
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Vandi, 1703



The skyline of the historical centreof the city of l'Aquila

ÅL'Aquila, the capital of the 
Abruzzo region, was destroyed 
by the earthquake of 6 April 
2009.
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A fragile territory
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Some data about the city before the earthquake
[Ω!ǉǳƛƭŀ нллф

Å Inhabitants: 72.988 (year2009)

ÅUrbanizedsurface: 2.790 ha 

ÅTotal dwellings: 32.717 (year2001)

ÅUnoccupiedhouses: 7.015 

Density of housing on urbanized area: 

Å6,16 ab/ha

ÅAgriculturalarea: 11.452 ha
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AFTER 6 APRIL AT 3:32_Some effects
Å Magnitudo (MMS) 6.3

Å 42°нл рмΦос b мо°нн пуΦп 9

Å At the end of the event, the final number was 309 victims, over 1.600 injured and over 15 
billion ϵ ƻŦ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎ
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AFTER 6 APRIL AT 3:32_Some effects
Å chasmsin the ground
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AFTER 6 APRIL AT 3:32_Some effects
Å Strategic sitescollapsed
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THE EMERGENCY PHASE AND NATIONAL/REGIONAL AID
Å The Emergency Plan... and the Real Emergency: The Tent City
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After the earthquake: a strong acceleration of low density soil consumption
Å Progetto C.A.S.E. (Complessi Antisismici Sostenibili ed Ecocompatibili):

Å 19 sites/ 185 buildings

Å Inhabitants: ~ 15.000

Å Residential: ~ 4.500

Å Territorialarea: 103 ha

Å M.A.P.(Moduli Abitativi Provvisori): 

Å 27 sites/ 1.273 forms

Å Inhabitants: ~ 3.000 

Å Residential: 1.273 moduli

Å Territorialarea: 27 ha

Å M.U.S.P. (Moduli ad Uso Scolastico Provvisori): 

Å 25 sites

Å Students:~5.500

Å Territorialarea: 16 ha
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New urban forms, between recompositivemorphologies and innovation
Å The C.A.S.E. Project : Complessi Antisismici Sostenibili Ecocompatibili (Eco-friendlySustainableAnti-seismicComplexes)
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New urban forms, between recompositivemorphologies and innovation
Å The M.A.P.: Moduli Abitativi Provvisori (TemporaryHousingModules)
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New urban forms, between recompositivemorphologies and innovation
Å An exampleof the M.U.S.P.: Moduli Uso Scolastico Provvisorio (Forms ProvisionalSchool Use)
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New urban forms, between recompositivemorphologies and innovation
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The emergency phase 
has built
a small town for 20,000 
people
OUTSIDE THE URBAN 
PLAN

ÅΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ cottagesΧ

Å The Municipal Council Resolution n. 58 of 25.04.2009

Å Estimatednumberof buildings: ~ 1.500

Å Estimatednumberof inhabitants: ~ 3.500

Å Urbanizedsurface: 42 ha

Χ private "provisional" buildings

in agricultural area



/L¢¸ hC [Ω!v¦L[! ǘƻŘŀȅ
[Ω!ǉǳƛƭŀ 2015

ÅPeople: 69.605 (year2016 / 2009-
2017 +497 pop)

ÅUrbanizedarea: 2.978 hectare + 6,7%  
(year2015)

ÅTotal houses: 46.131 + 41,0% (year
2015)

ÅHousesnot occupied: 15.301 + 118,0% 
(year2015)

ÅUrban Density: 23,37 peopleper 
hectare(year2015)

ÅAgriculturalarea: 11.264 hectare-
1,7% (year2015)
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MANAGEMENT POST-QUAKE ... beyond the law: a large number of decrees 
and ordinances
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L'Aquila +
56 Municipalities of the crater +

121 Municipalities Outside the Crater



MANAGEMENT POST-QUAKE
WHAT HAPPENED TO POPULATION?
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MANAGEMENT POST-QUAKE
The SpecialOffice for the Reconstructionof L'Aquila (Ufficio Specialeper la Ricostruzionedell'Aquila - USRA)was
establishedwith the entry into force of DecreeLaw No. 83 of 22 June2012, Urgent measuresfor the growth of the
country,convertedinto LawNo. 134of 7 August2012, with the aim of ensuringasa priority the completereturn home
of those entitled, the restoration of public functions and services, the attractivenessand the economicand social
development of the territories concerned,with particular regard to the historic monumentalcentre of the city of
L'Aquila.
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COSTI MEDI RICOSTRUZIONE PRIVATA -LƝAQUILA E FRAZIONI

https://usra.it/intervento/dati-e-numeri/http://webgis.comuneaq.usra.it/mappa_def.php



MANAGEMENT POST-QUAKE
ÅBUILDING CONSORTIA:

ü it is stipulatedbetweenthe holdersof real estaterights of
ownership,of usufruct, use and dwelling on the buildings
includedin the buildingaggregate;

ü hasthe aimof carryingout in a unitarymannerthe activities
necessaryto ensurethe realizationof the interventionson
the structures,commonparts and functionalplants to the
full practicabilityandhabitabilityof the aggregate;

ü Thearticlesof associationof the consortiumare subjectto
registration;

ü The consortium assemblyelects by majority a president
who will act as an interface for all phases of the
reconstruction,dealing with the conclusionof contracts
(with techniciansand companies),the payment of the
progressof work,the requestfor connectionof users...

ü the assemblyappointsby majorityvote the technicianswho
will takecareof the draftingof the projectandthe direction
of the works and the companiesfor the executionof the
works necessaryfor the restoration of the viability of the
buildings.
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Examples of design and management of post-earthquake works
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In ORANGE, the aggregate for which the repair, structural 
seismic improvement and restoration project was drawn 
up is highlighted;

In RED, the buildings of historical-artistic value that 
characterisethe area, located in the historic centre, are 
highlighted.

Aerial image of the historical centreof the city


